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Diamond Peak lies humped along the Cascade crest. One of 
these peaks forms the summit at elevation 8,744 feet. Photo 
from vantage point along the Mt. Yoran Trail No. 3683. 
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Mt. Yoran, a volcanic remnant, 
rises to an elevation of 7,100 
feet. Its steep, rugged slopes 
stand out on the skyline. Photo 
is from viewpoint along the Mt. 
Yoran Trail No. 3683. Two- 
day trip is recommended for 
climbing the peak. At right, 
a young fawn browses in a 
mountain meadow. 
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WE HOPE YOU WILL BE A FREQUENT VISITOR TO 
THIS PORTION OF AMERICA'S WILDERNESS. ADDI- 
TIONAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 
FOLLOWING: 



Smokeys • 
Commandments 


BREAK MATCHES 
CRUSH SMOKES 
BE SURE ALL 
, FIRES ARE OUT! 

Only you can 

PREVENT 
FOREST FIRES! 


Forest Supervisor 
Willamette National Forest 
P. O. Box 1272 
Eugene, Oregon 97401 

District Ranger 
Rigdon Ranger Station 
Oakridge, Oregon 97463 


Forest Supervisor 
Deschutes National Forest 
P. O. Box 751 
Bend, Oregon 97701 

District Ranger 
Crescent Ranger Station 
Crescent, Oregon 97733 


Regional Forester 
P. O. Box 3623 
Portland, Oregon 97208 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREST SERVICE - PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION 


IN OCTOBER 1853, members of the Lost Wagon 
Train on their way from Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, 
to the Oregon Territory passed south of Diamond Peak 
in a desperate struggle to reach the Willamette Valley 
before winter came upon them. 

The story of their journey from the Deschutes River 
west across the mountains is one of great hardship and 
suffering. They had hoped a rough wagon road would 
be pushed through the pass, but they were disappointed. 
Camped on the south shore of Crescent Lake at the 
foot of the mountains, they found no road — only an 
occasional blaze on scattered trees. 

But they would starve if they did not continue. So 
up through the mountains they came, making a rough 
road as they went. In their journey they were un- 
doubtedly guided by the snow-covered slopes of Dia- 
mond Peak, named only the previous year for John 
Diamond, who had scaled the peak to look for a pass 
through the mountains. 

West of the summit the party was dismayed by the 
great expanse of timber which lay ahead. They aban- 
doned the wagons at the Pine Openings (along the 
Middle Fork of the Willamette River about 12 miles west 
of Diamond Peak) and went ahead on foot. They 
were met by a rescue party coming up from the Wil- 
lamette Valley to their aid. By October 29 they were 
camped under the great pines that stand at the foot 
of Butte Disappointment, about half a mile below the 
present town of Lowell. The snows of winter were not 
far behind them. 

It probably did not occur to these hardy pioneers 
that a hundred years later, men would be traveling 
with ease through the mountains they crossed with such 
difficulty. Nor would they have guessed that a century 
later these same mountains, that were to them such 
a barrier to the fertile valley of the west, would be 
attracting people for their own sake— for outdoor rec- 
reation in the wilderness. 

The Diamond Peak Wilderness is yours to use and 
enjoy, but come prepared, for there are no campgrounds, 
shelters or improvements other than trails. You are on 
your own to enjoy hiking, horseback riding, hunting, 
fishing, camping, mountain climbing, nature study, or 
other activities. 


DIAMOND PEAK 
WILDERNESS 

The Diamond Peak Wilderness was established Feb- 
ruary 5, 1957, as part of the National Forest wilder- 
ness system. These areas are managed by the U. S. 
Forest Service to maintain their primitive environment. 
The 35,440-acre area straddles the Cascade Crest in 
parts of both the Deschutes and Willamette National 
Forests and offers ample opportunities for outdoor rec- 
reation. 


ACCESS ROADS 

From the Willamette Valley or Central 
Oregon, the Diamond Peak Wilderness can 
be reached via the Willamette Highway 
(Oregon 58) or forest roads: the Hemlock 
Butte Road No. 210, old Rigdon Road No. 
2426, Rigdon Road No. 211, and Roads 
No. 209, 244 and 21 1 out of Crescent Lake. 


CAMPGROUNDS 
NEAR THE WILDERNESS 

Along Rigdon Road 211: 

Secret, Cynosure, Campers Flat, Noisy 
Creek, Indigo, Timpanogas 

Crescent Lake area, off Oregon 58, 30 
miles west of Crescent: 

Crescent Lake, Simax Beach, Spring, Tran- 
quil Cove, Whitefish Creek 

Odell Lake area, off Oregon 58, 30 miles 
northwest of Crescent: 

Odell Creek, Princess Creek, Sunset Cove, 
Trapper Creek 

Along Oregon 58, west of summit: 

Black Canyon, Shady Dell, Ferrin, Blue Pool, 
Salt Creek Falls (picnicking only) 



Oregon Stale Highway Department Photo 


At the northern gateway to the Dia- 
mond Peak Wilderness, Odell Lake 
invites recreationists for summer camp- 
ing, picnicking, boating and fishing. 


THINGS TO DO 


THINGS TO DO 

NATURE STUDY 

GEOLOGY —Diamond Peak was formed dur- 
ing the Pliocene or early Pleistocene period of 
geologic time, as the entire land mass of the 
Cascades was undergoing volcanic activity and 
uplift. The mountain was formed as a large 
volcanic peak, and was later carved by great 
glaciers. These tremendous, moving rivers of 
ice and snow are now stilled. All that re- 
main are the carved bulk of the mountain, a 
few snowfields near the summit, and dozens 
of small lakes which surround Diamond Peak 
near the perimeter of the Wilderness. Many 
of these lakes (1 to 28 acres in size) occupy 
depressions gouged out by the movement of 
glaciers. Odell Lake, near the northeastern 
boundary of the area, occupies a tremendous 
glacial depression and has a surface area of 
over 3,000 acres. 

TIMBER — Nearly the entire area is timbered 
with mixed stands of mountain hemlock, lodge- 
pole and western white pine, and silver, noble 
and other true firs. 

WILDLIFE —The Wilderness is the transient 
home of blacktailed and mule deer and elk. 
The mule deer migrate east to winter in the sage 
desert. Blacktailed deer and elk drop down 
the west slope. Bear and small mammals in- 
cluding marmot, snowshoe rabbit, squirrels, 
pine marten, fox, conies, and others inhabit 
the area yearlong. 

BIRDS —The raven, Clark's nutcracker, Ore- 
gon jay, and water ousel frequent the forest 
and streams year round. Bufflehead and gold- 
en-eye ducks occasionally nest near the lakes. 

WILDFLOWERS —Alpine flowers, including 
varieties of mimulus, lupine, pentstemon, Indian 
paint brush and many others, are common 
along trails, lakeshores, streams, and in moun- 
tain meadows. 



HIKING AND RIDING 

About 50 miles of trail, including the Ore- 
gon Skyline Trail, part of the Pacific Crest 
Trail System, traverse the Wilderness. Much 
of the area can be reached only by those who 
wish to hike cross country with a map, compass, 
and the mountain as guide. 


Following is a suggested partial list of equip- 
ment needed for hiking in the wilderness. 


Map 

Compass 

Food 

Water (canteen) 
Matches 
First aid kit 
Sunburn cream 


Sunglasses 

Extra warm clothing 

Flashlight 

Knife 

Toilet paper 
Insect repellent 



Diamond Peak is considered 
one of Oregon’s ten major 
peaks by mountain climbers. 
Though not a difficult climb, 
its slopes become a consider- 
able challenge when covered 
with winter snows. Right: 
Hiker pauses to view Odell 
Lake from high point in the 
Wilderness. 



MOUNTAIN CLIMBING 

Diamond Peak, elevation 8,744 feet, is 
most often climbed from the south ridge. It 
is not a difficult climb, but climbers should 
always travel in organized parties, fully 
equipped and under the leadership of 
competent and experienced persons. The 
summit of Mt. Yoran at 7,100 feet is low 
compared with many Oregon peaks, but its 
steep precipices offer fine rock climbing for 
the qualified mountaineer. 



John Lindstrom photo 

Sunset over Mt. Yoran. 


HUNTING AND FISHING 

The entire area is open for hunting and 
fishing during the regular seasons. Oregon 
State game laws apply to all game found in 
the area. Eastern brook, golden and rainbow 
trout are periodically stocked in those lakes 
deep enough to support fish life. Hunting and 
fishing regulations are published yearly in a 
synopsis by the State Game Commission. 


WHAT TO DO IF LOST 

1. Keep calm. Do not walk aimlessly. Trust 
your map and compass. Shelter and warmth 
are much more important than food. 

a. To find your position, climb to a place 
where you can see the surrounding 
country. 

b. When you reach a road, trail or tele- 
phone line, follow it. As a last resort, 
follow a stream downhill. 

c. Before being caught by darkness, select 
a sheltered spot and prepare camp, 
shelter and firewood. Stay in this camp 
all night. 

2. If you are injured and alone, keep calm. 
Stay where you are, clear an area down 
to mineral soil and build a signal fire. 
Green boughs will create heavy smoke. 

3. Three signals of any kind, either audible or 
visible, is the nationwide SOS call. Ex- 
amples are three blasts from a whistle, three 
regulated puffs of smoke or three flashes 
from a mirror or flashlight. Repeat at reg- 
ular intervals. If it is recognized by a 
searching party, it will be answered by two 
signals. Use it only when in need of help. 

4. Notify the county sheriff's office if a member 
of your party is believed to be lost or in 
trouble and you cannot find or assist him. 
Forest Service officers cooperate with the 
county officials in rescue work. 


SUGGESTED TRIPS 

A. Take the Mt. Yoran Trail from the Hemlock 
Butte Road No. 210. Notch Lake is an in- 
teresting small lake, with adjacent lava flows 
and a good camp or picnic site. Swing 
southeast on the trail, climbing up out of 
the valley along the ridgetop to viewpoints 
of Diamond Peak and Mt. Yoran. Trail then 
descends sharply into a basin and to a small 
lake, known as Divide Lake. Hike cross 
country from the lake here, up the ridge 
to view Yoran Lake to the east. This trip 
could be lengthened into an overnight trip, 
with camp at Divide Lake. The Yoran Peaks 
may be climbed for spectacular views of 
the surrounding country. 

B. Hike to Marie and Diamond Rockpile Lakes 
in the southwestern part of the Wilderness. 
Take the Diamond Peak trail west of Sum- 
mit Lake, then east on the Rockpile Trail 
to the small lakes. Return via the Crater 
Butte Trail— jeep road at south end. It 
would be necessary to provide transporta- 
tion at trail's end. Trip could be made in 
one day by hiking straight through; two 
or three days would allow side trips to 
vantage viewpoints or fishing spots. Camp 
at Marie Lake or climb the Rockpile for 
spectacular views of Crater Butte, Mt. Thiel- 
sen, and Cowhorn Mountain. 

These trails also provide access to Diamond 
Peak, most often climbed along the south 
ridge to the summit. 

C. The long 10 miles of the Diamond Peak 
Trail provide primary access to the Wilder- 
ness, not recommended as a recreation hike 
except to Happy and Blue Lakes. Southern 
portion of trail is dry from Blue Lake south 
to the Old Rigdon Road. Hike cross country 
along the ridge from Happy to Blue Lake 
for better viewpoints. There are good camp 
spots at the lakes. 




John Lindstrom photos 



Skis, £or those experienced in their use, are an- 
other means of travel before winter snows melt 
on forest trails and mountains. Snow trips are 
recommended for experienced groups only. Sun- 
burn cream and mosquito repellent are also rec- 
ommended. 


RULES FOR WILDERNESS 
TRAVELERS 

1. BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE 

a. Smoking while traveling (hiking or 
riding) is prohibited during the fire 
season. Stop at a safe place and ex- 
tinguish your campfire before leaving. 

b. Carefully extinguish your campfire 
with water. Do not bury live fire 
with dirt. 

c. Law requires each party traveling with 
pack string to carry a water container 
with 1 gallon or more capacity, a 36- 
inch shovel with 8-inch blade, and an 
ax with at least 2-pound head and 
26-inch handle. 

2. BE GOOD CAMPERS 

a. Keep and leave a clean camp. 

b. Burn your garbage; cans should be 
burned and mashed and carried back 
out along with other unburnable 
material. 

c. Plan camp sanitation if facilities are 
not available. 

d. Keep horses outside of camp area. 

e. Graze your pack and saddle animals 
wisely and avoid overuse of meadows. 
Carry grain or pelletized horse feed. 

3. USE OF MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND 

OTHER MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT IS 

PROHIBITED WITHIN THE WILDERNESS. 
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TRAIL LOGS 


TRAIL LOGS 


SKYLINE TRAIL NO. 2000 


00.0 - 

01.0 - 

01.8 - 

01.9 - 


02.5 - 

02.7 - 

03.0 - 

03.1 - 

03.6 - 

04.1 - 

04.5 - 

05.2 - 

07.2 - 
07.4 - 

08.2 - 

08.6 - 

11.7 - 
13.2 - 


13.2 Junction with State Highway 58 
near west end of Odell Lake 

12.2 View Odell Lake from point 
above Burley Bluff. 

11.4 Cross Mishawaka Creek 

11.3 Junction with Pengra Pass Road. 
Trail follows road downhill for 
200 feet then continues south. 

10.7 Cross West Bay Creek 

10.5 Junction with Yoran Lake Trail 
No. 49 

10.2 Cross Trapper Creek 

10.1 Junction with old, unmaintained 
trail to Odell Summit Lodge. 

09.5 Diamond Peak Wilderness Boun- 
dary 

09.1 Meadow, 200 feet to north 

08.7 Trapper Creek 

08.0 Trapper Creek 

06.0 Small lake 

05.8 Small meadow to west 

05.0 Small lake to east 

04.6 Junction with Crater Butte Trail 
No. 44 

01.5 Diamond Peak Wilderness Boun- 
dary 

00.0 Junction with Road No. 244. 
Trail continues south from Road 
No. 244 beyond Crescent Lake 
Organization Camp. 


CRATER BUTTE TRAIL NO. 44 


00.0 

02.6 

04.1 

04.3 

04.4 

05.1 

05.2 


06.5 

08.8 


16.5 Odell Lake Resort 

13.9 Small meadow 

12.4 Small lakes and meadow 

12.2 Junction of Crater Butte Trail 
with Fawn Lake Trail No. 44A 

12.1 Fawn Lake 

11.4 Diamond Peak Wilderness Boun- 
dary 

11.3 Junction of Crater Butte Trail 
and Stag Lake Trail No. 44B 
(1 mile to Stag Lake) 

10.0 Saddle Lake 

07.7 Junction of Crater Butte Trail 
and Skyline Trail No. 2000 


CRATER BUTTE TRAIL— Continued 


09.5 - 07.0 

11.6 - 04.9 

13.8 - 02.7 

13.9 - 02.6 


16.5 - 00.0 


Meadow 

Small lake locally called Moun- 
tain View Lake 

Junction with Rockpile Trail No. 
3632 

Diamond Peak Wilderness Boun- 
dary 

Junction with Road R21 1 at Sum- 
mit Lake 


YORAN LAKE 
00.0 - 04.7 

00.1 - 04.6 

00.3 - 04.4 

00.9 - 03. 8 

03.2 - 01.5 
04.7 - 00.0 


TRAIL NO. 49 

Leave Road No. 23188 just south 
of West Bay Creek 
Cross Southern Pacific Railroad 
tracks 

Junction with Skyline Trail No. 

2000 

Diamond Peak Wilderness Boun- 
dary 

Small lake 
Yoran Lake 


BEAR MOUNTAIN TRAIL NO. 3602 

Not presently suited to recrea- 
tion use. After construction of 
Road No. 2381, this trail will 
probably be improved. Approx- 
imate distance from Road No. 
2381 to Diamond Peak Trail No. 
3699 is three miles. 


PIONEER GULCH TRAIL NO. 3630 

00.0 — 02.0 Pioneer Gulch Road No. 3281 
Distance Approximate 

02.0 — 00.0 Diamond Peak Trail No. 3699 
This trail not recommended for 
use until Pioneer Gulch Road 
completed — 1964-65. 

ROCKPILE TRAIL NO. 3632 

00.0 — 05.0 Junction with Old Military Road 
No. 2426 

02.4 — 02.6 Junction with Diamond Peak 
Trail No. 3699 on Diamond 
Rockpile Ridge. 


ROCKPILE TRAIL— Continued 

03.9 — 01.1 Junction with trails north to 
Marie Lake and south to Dia- 
mond Rockpile Lake. 

05.0 — 00.0 Cascade summit and boundary 
between Deschutes and Willa- 
mette National Forests. Also 
junction with Crater Butte Trail 
No. 44 — foot trail to north and 
jeep trail to south. 


BLUE LAKE TRAIL NO. 3645 

00.0 — 00.8 Junction with Diamond Peak 
Trail No. 3699 

008. - 00.0 Blue Lake 

Trail may be extended in 1964 
to Road No. 210-0 (about 1 
mile). This will provide the 
easiest access to Blue Lake. 

HAPPY LAKE TRAIL NO. 3653 

Not a maintained trail. A fish- 
erman trail developed naturally 
over the years. 


VIVIAN LAKE TRAIL NO. 3662 


00.0 

00.9 

01.0 

01.4 

01.5 

02.4 

02.5 
03.4 
03.8 
04.3 


05.4 

05.8 


06.7 Junction with Hemlock Butte 
Road No. 210 

05.8 Lake to north 

05.7 Junction with Mt. Yoran Trail No. 
3683 

05.3 Junction with Pinto Mtn. Trail 
No. 3684 

05.2 Wilderness Boundary 

04.3 Water hole to north 

04.2 Two small lakes to south 

03.3 Vivian Lake to west 

02.9 Wilderness Boundary 

02.4 Fall Creek Falls — trail quite 
steep in both directions for about 
1/2 mile. 

01 .3 Trail follows old Salt Creek Road 
00.9 Trail follows old Salt Creek Road 


VIVIAN LAKE TRAIL-Continued 

05.9 — 00.8 Cross Southern Pacific R. R. 

06.7 — 00.0 Salt Creek Falls Campground 
Best access to Vivian Lake is 
from Road No. 210. The trail 
near Fall Creek Falls is quite 
steep. 


MT. YORAN TRAIL NO. 3683 


00.0 - 03.1 

00.4 - 02.7 
01.6 - 01.5 


02.5 - 00.6 
03.1 - 00.0 


Junction with Vivian Lake Trail 
No. 3662 

Boundary of Wilderness 
Top of ridge. Trail follows 
ridge top and drops off just at 
base of Mt. Yoran. 

Small meadow 
Divide Lake 


DIAMOND PEAK TRAIL NO. 3699 


00.0 - 10.3 


00.4 - 09.9 
00.5 - 09.8 
00.6 - 09.7 
02.1 - 08.2 

03.6 - 06.7 

05.2 - 05.1 
05.9 - 04.4 

06.2 - 04.1 


07.1 - 03.2 

07.5 - 02.8 

08.1 - 02.2 

08.9 - 01.4 
09.4 - 00.9 
10.3 - 00.0 


Junction with Old Military Road 
No. 2426 
Ruth Lake 

Boundary of Wilderness 
Diamond Peak viewpoint 
Junction with Rockpile Trail No. 
3632 

Junction with Pioneer Gulch 
Trail No. 3630 
Corrigan Lake to S. W. 

Spring 200 yards east 
Cross Scout Creek 
Junction with Bear Mtn. Trail 
No. 3602 

Junction with Blue Lake Trail No. 

3645 

Spring 

Happy Lake Trail, not main- 
tained 

Cross Bear Creek 
Wilderness Boundary 
Junction with Hemlock Butte 
Road No. 210 


CORRIGAN LAKE 

No trail exists here, and it is 
rather difficult to locate the lake. 





